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San Diego is slowly being forced to recognize the sensitive
and beautiful creatures all around them. With the recent Seal
Beach victory getting a year-round rope, protection and a
camera and the recent fireworks victory, we are seeing
sensitive habitat being protected. Two wonderful attorneys,
Brvan Pease and Marco Gonzalez have teamed up to protect
the seals and stop the environmentally destructive firework
show.

Mow it is time to turn our attention to the Sea Lion colony at
La Jolla Cove. Those poor animals have it even worse than
the seals! There is no rope, no camera and NO PROTECTION!
| have watched peaple shine lights on them, taunt them,
push them off the rocks, scare them etc.... Divers are
constantly swimming right next to the rocks and scaring the
sea lions. The hotel across the street shines a giant
spotlight on the Cove disturbing all manner of marine life!!!
La Jolla Cove was just named a top LD beach in America
partly because of the Sea Lions! Why can't people watch
from a safe distance without disturbing the Sea Lions and
other wildlife?! As Marco Gonzalez said, "The Cove is a
pristine, highly protected habitat”. How can we have
thousands of divers, swimmers and kayakers disturbing the
wildlife with mo regard for nature? Unfortunately, the current
rules are not enforced and the existing level of protection is
not enough!

Fortunately, La Jolla Cove is now a State Marine Reserve.
According to the law, "(A) State Marine Reserves: In a state
marine reserve, it is unlawful to injure, damage, take, or
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possess any living, geological, or cultural marine resource,
except under a scientific collecting permit issued pursuant
to Section 650 or specific authorization from the
commission for research, restoration, or monitoring
purposes.” In-fact, several State Marine Reserves in San
Diego County already close sensitive habitat areas to keep
people from disturbing wildlife! At Batiquitos Lagoon,
regulations state, "Boating, swimming, wading, and diving
are prohibited within the conservation area." Why can't a
small area of La Jolla Cowe be set aside for the protection of
the 5ea Lions? A swimming co-ridor coulc be allowed to
protect existing activities and the Sea Lions could get some
protection.
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